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AP English teacher:

Now this is an Avengers level threat





Course Description: 

	


Course Competencies/ Learning Objectives

Students will be able to understand and explain how:
1. Characters in literature allow readers to study and explore a range of values, beliefs, assumptions, biases, and cultural norms represented by those characters. 

2. Setting not only depicts a time and place, but also conveys values associated with that setting. 

3. The arrangement of the parts and sections of a text, the relationship of the parts to each other, and the sequence in which the text reveals information are all structural choices made by a writer that contribute to meaning.
4. A narrator’s or speaker’s perspective controls the details that affect how readers experience and interpret a text. 

5. Comparisons, representations, and associations shift meaning from the literal to the figurative and invite readers to interpret a text. 

6. Readers establish and communicate their interpretations of literature through arguments supported by textual evidence.
Class Requirements and Materials
· You will need a composition book that you use for this class only and a small 3-ring binder with lined paper.
· We will often complete journal prompts in your composition book during class, and you will also use it for assignments related to your reading. It is your responsibility to keep your journal current and to meet the requirements of each prompt. I will check journals at the end of each month for a quiz grade. Your grade will be based on 1) satisfactory demonstration of critical thinking and 2) whether all requirements of the prompt were met, not necessarily perfect grammar and spelling. If you miss a day that we have a journal assignment, you are responsible for making up the prompt on your own. You can find all prompts on our class website. The binder will be for handouts and returned materials.
· You will need to bring your book to class every single day.
· We will have whole-class texts that we read and study together in addition to independent reading books that you choose and read on your own. Whatever the reading material is for a particular unit, you will need to make sure that you always have your copy with you in class. We will not be issuing whole-class textbooks – if we need anything from a textbook, I will provide class sets that day.
· You will need to bring your CHARGED school-issued Surface or personal laptop to class every day.
· As senior AP students who should now know how to regulate your cell phone use in class, you will only be required to store phones at the front of the room during assessments or if technology becomes too much of a distraction. However, because we will be frequently using the progress checks on your College Board account and will use other forms of technology often, you will need to keep track of your school-issued or personal computer and keep it charged. Failure to do so will mean having to make up the work outside of class time.
Student Evaluation

The grading system for the English Department at Chattahoochee High School is as follows:
A = 90-100  

B = 80-89 
 
C = 70-79  

F = below 70
	Major Assignments (Tests, Projects, & FRQ Essays)
	-
	50%

	Minor Assignments (Quizzes, Drafts, & Monthly Journals)
	-
	30%

	Semester Final Exam
	-
	20% 


*Our AP English Literature Exam is scheduled for Wednesday, May 6th, 2020 at 8am.
Classroom Expectations

· This is a college-level course designed to prepare you for analyzing and writing about literature at a level sufficient to gain college credit. If you are enrolled in this class, I expect that you are aware of the effort required to succeed here. However, upon successful completion of this class, you will be prepared for the rigor of both academic and real-world writing at competitive universities and workplaces.

· There is no “homework” category in our class gradebook because the majority of your out-of-school work will be reading the assigned materials thoroughly and engaging with the text in the way you prefer (sticky note annotations, notes in the margins, chapter reflections, etc.). I hold college-level expectations for the effort you put into reading and thinking about our texts in order to best prepare you for our AP exam. 
· I expect your work to be thorough, turned in on time, and completed to the best of your ability. As long as you’re actively trying your best in the class and completing your work, I will do whatever it takes to help you succeed.

· I expect you to be in your seat and quietly ready to learn when the bell rings. If you arrive late, you must go back to get an excused tardy slip from a previous location or take an unexcused tardy. Similarly, we work until the bell rings. Do not pack up or stand up early.

· We don’t want cockroaches, rats, and other pests in here. So please don’t eat in the class. Water bottles are fine. 

· Unless I specify otherwise, we will be turning in almost all major assignments in online through Turnitin.com or other online platforms. It is your responsibility to join our class on these platforms, bring your device every day, and keep track of your electronic work. Technology issues are not an excuse for failure to turn in assignments– when in doubt, email me in advance about a problem you’re having or provide a hard copy. 

· The Chattahoochee English Department has a no extra credit policy or grade replacement policy. However, I will be dropping your lowest quiz grade per semester. 

· This is an equitable classroom, meaning that everyone will receive what they need to succeed. This may not look the same for everyone. Be respectful and understanding of differences between you and your classmates, and understand that if someone is given an assignment differently, it is necessary and for the purpose of fairness. 

· All genders, sexual orientations, races, religions, ability, and other forms of identity are accepted here. We all have diverse beliefs, experiences, and opinions, and since we will be reading and discussing controversial subjects, it is imperative that you remain respectful in discussions. Hateful or generalizing speech towards a person or group of people will not be tolerated. 
Rewrite/Recovery Policy

Students who receive below a 75 on a major assessment have the opportunity to recover the grade provided that the assessment was completed on time and all necessary preceding study materials have been completed. Students must request recovery within 5 days of being notified of the failing grade and adhere to the recovery due date set by the teacher. Essays that receive below an 80 can be revised and resubmitted up to an 80 after a conference with the teacher. The same 5-day rule and adherence to recovery deadlines apply as above.
Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Integrity

Chattahoochee High School has a very strict zero tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism on any project or paper at Chattahoochee High School will result in a permanent zero for the assignment, administrative consequences, and an Honor Code violation. Plagiarism is the practice of copying words, sentences, images, or ideas for use in written or oral assessments without giving proper credit to the source. Cheating is defined as the giving or receiving of excessive help on anything that has been determined by the teacher to be an individual effort. Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct for additional information.
Methodology

Although our course requires a rigorous amount of reading, you will have a great deal of choice in reading material outside of the texts we study as a class. Numerous publications on personalized instruction that maintains high rigor have demonstrated the higher level of student success with this type of schooling, particularly in college and employment environments. Below is an excerpt from Penny Kittle that justifies English curriculum guided by student choice:

“The best books challenge our beliefs by helping us see through different eyes —to live a different life. What I seek for all of my students is a compulsion to read—for pleasure— for knowledge—for a passion for story or information that will keep them into the pages of a book past our assigned time for reading. 

In addition to relieving stress, reading builds stamina to prepare students for college. Reading for an hour or two in one sitting is a basic expectation in college. In this class we will exercise muscles soon to be strained in the coming years. Reading for fluency and stamina has been proven to improve the reading rate for students. Fast reading develops confidence and an appetite for books as well as teaching vocabulary in context, which improves writing, but it only happens when students find books they want to read. 

There is a lot of talk in the media that ‘students today won’t read,’ but I believe students substitute all of those other distractions (the internet, TV, etc.) if they feel no passion for the book assigned to them. 
First Semester Scope and Sequence

*subject to change; consult teacher website for most current updates
	Unit/ Topic
	Content Focus
	Month/ Timeframe

	Authorial Voice vs. Character Voice in Literature
The Poisonwood Bible
	· Function of details such as allusion, diction, and syntax in developing tone, setting, and point of view
· “Show, don’t tell” method of characterization

· Relationship between tone and purpose for both speaker and author 
	Aug  –  mid Sept

	Devil in the Details: Politics of Fear through Literature
Selections from Dante’s Divine Comedy and a choice of novel 
	· Function of structures such as contrast or disrupted continuity in texts, particularly poetry and verse

· Historical context of literature as vehicle of societal values pre-1500
· Effective construction of literary arguments with detailed support
	Mid Sept  – mid Oct

	Subcurrents and Subversity: Challenging Ideology through Literature
Selections from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales and choice novel
	· How literature interacts with social and historical status quos 
· Explicit vs. implied meanings when analyzing textual details
· Effective selection and explanation of evidence from text

· Thematic messages and literary techniques in satire
	Mid Oct – Mid Nov

	The Role of “Othering” through Textual Details
A Streetcar Named Desire and Othello
	· Interpreting ambiguous endings or contradictory details in determining a text’s thematic messages
· Seamless transitions in literary analysis essays

· Determining nuances and complexities in character relationships
	Mid Nov – Mid Dec

	Review and Final Exam
	Preparing for cumulative semester final exam
	End of Dec

	
	END OF FIRST SEMESTER
	


College Board Changes to AP English Literature as of 2019-2020

· The multiple choice section of the exam for AP Literature will remain the same:

· Worth 45% of total score with about 55 questions total 
· Contains 5 passages, each paired with a set of 8-13 questions, with at least 2 prose and 2 poetry passages

· College Board has determined key concepts of the course that we will focus on with building complexity:
Character, Setting, Structure, Narration, Figurative Language, and Literary Argumentation
· Students will now register for AP exams in the fall instead of the spring (Fulton pays for our exam fees) with new late registration fee and cancellation fee (commit to staying in the course and taking the exam before registering)
· Students now enroll in each of their AP classes via their College Board accounts and complete progress checks throughout the year as practice for the multiple choice section of the exam
· The free response essays will now be scored on a 6-point analytic scale (instead of a 9 point holistic scale): 
· 1. Claim/thesis (1 point) 
· 2. Evidence and commentary to develop the claim (4 points) 
· 3. Sophistication/complexity of the student’s argument (1 point) 
· We will go over this rubric in depth and do lots of practice – don’t let this worry you.

· New breakdown of the literary periods covered in the multiple choice section: 
· 25% pre-twentieth century literature

· 50% twentieth century
· 25% contemporary (2000 to the present) 
· In the past, 50% of the texts on the multiple choice section were pre-20th century.
· The list of suggested texts for FRQ3 will not include works in translation (Crime and Punishment, Madame Bovary) or ancient texts (The Odyssey, The Iliad), but students ARE allowed to write about works in translation even if they’re not listed in the question prompt. We’re not sure about the ancient texts yet, though.
· What constitutes “literary merit” on FRQ3 will no longer be an issue, since the prompt will refer to works of literature characterized by sufficient “complexity” instead. (We will discuss this more later).
· Literary nonfiction (The Bell Jar, In Cold Blood, Night) will be acceptable choices for FRQ3. 
· Lastly, the skill most tested on the updated AP Lit Exam will be to “explain the function of the speaker or narrator in the text.”

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please acknowledge that you have read and understand the information explained in our course syllabus.
___________________________________

______________________________________

Student Signature




Print Name

___________________________________

______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature



Print Name
Is there anything particularly important you’d like me to know about you?______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

*Please turn in this signed syllabus to Ms. Scaggs by Wednesday, August 14th. You will receive it back later so that you can keep it in your binder for reference!
AP English Literature and Composition Syllabus 2019-2020


Teacher Name: Jessica Scaggs			Room Number: D108


Teacher Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:scaggsj@fultonschools.org" �scaggsj@fultonschools.org�	Teacher Website: jscaggs.weebly.com











The AP English Literature and Composition course aligns to an introductory college-level literary analysis course. The course engages students in the close reading and critical analysis of literature to deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as its use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. Writing assignments include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays that require students to analyze and interpret literary works.
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